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On April 18, 2017, President 

Trump signed an Executive Or-

der titled, ñBuy American and 

Hire American.ò The stated pur-

pose of this Executive Order is 

to create higher wages and em-

ployment rates for U.S. work-

ers, and to protect their eco-

nomic interests by rigorously 

enforcing and administering the 

immigration laws. President 

Trump directed the secretaries 

of state, labor, and homeland 

security, as well as the attorney 

general, to propose new rules 

and issue new guidance to im-

plement the Executive Order.  

 

The H-1B visa program was 

specifically identified as requir-

ing reform, to ensure that H-1B 

visas are awarded to the most-

skilled or highest-paid benefi-

ciaries. 

 

Since the issuance of the Exec-

utive Order, the following 

changes have occurred impact-

ing employers: 

¶ Substantial increase in 

the number of Requests for 

Evidence (RFEs) issued by the 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-

tion Services (USCIS), especial-

ly in the H-1B category. The in-

crease in RFEs slows down the 

processing time and requires 

employers to provide even more 

lead time before hiring a foreign 

national worker. In addition, with 

slower processing times, em-

ployers are frequently required 

to file petitions with premium 

processing to ensure timely ad-

judication, which is an additional 

$1,225 filing fee. 

 

¶ Requiring in-person inter-

views before approving em-

ployment-based adjustment of 

status applications (Form I-

485). Previously, USCIS only 

conducted in-person interviews 

for employment-based cases in 

very limited circumstances. 

 

¶ Added burden when filing 

extensions. Previously, a 

USCIS Policy Memorandum pro-

vided that adjudicators give def-

erence to prior petition approva 
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Tech Tip: Fastcase 7: Understanding the Interactive Timeline  

Julie Koehne, Systems Librarian  

The Interactive Timeline is a powerful data visualization tool 
unique to Fastcase. By allowing you to view up to four different 
attributes of each case at a time, your search results jump off 
the page. 

Once you have entered in 
your search terms the re-
sults page will display the 
Interactive Timeline at the 
bottom of the page. 

To enlarge or reduce 
the timeline use the 

arrows. 

Vertical Line:  
Relevance of Case 

Horizontal Line: 
Timeline 

Each Circle  
represents a case 

Yellow indicates 
how many times the 
case has been cited 
by other cases. 

Gray indicates the 
number of times the 
case has been cit-
ed in the entire  
database. 
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For more information 
about a case, hover 
mouse over the circle. 

To zoom in on a partic-
ular date range, click 
and drag on the section 
you would like to look 

at. 

To view a 
case you are 
interested in 
click the blue 
hyperlink in 
the infor-
mation box. 

To undo, click on 
ñZoom Out.ò 

Adjust the Vertical 
Axis to display  
results by court 

level. 

Identifying Authoritative Cases  

By illustrating how relevant each case is based on your 
search terms, how many times each case has been cited by 
subsequent cases, the Interactive Timeline quickly  
identifies seminal and authoritative cases. 

For more help, click on the ñHelpò dropdown and select 
ñTraining and Support Materials.ò 


